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This is Marea Kafer Foster representing the Menories of New

Bern Commttee. My nunber is 400. | am interview ng
Cal | aghan Joseph Patrick Newman, interview nunber 411. The
co-interviewer is Charles Kinbrell, nunmber 1200, and interview

number for M. Kinbrell will be 1202. W are in M. Newman's
home at 3140 Country Club Road in New Bern. Now, Callie, if
you will give me your personal history of your birth date,

where you were born, parent's nanes, and all of that please.

M. Newman: | was born in Fairfield Hospital which was
owned and run by Dr. Caton. It was on Queen and North O aven
Street. | was born April 14, 1916 at 5:30 in the nmorning. My

nmot her's name is Mary Ellen Colligan Newmran, and they called
her "Mam e" Newman. My father's name is Lawrence Christopher
Newman. | had one brother and is name is Lawrence Colligan
Newman.

MF:  He became a Priest, didn't he?

M. Newman: For forty-one years.

MF: Which Di ocese was he in?

M. Newran: He was ordained in the Ral eigh Di ocese, but
he liked the western part of the state so well that when they
made two Di ocese he joined the Charlotte Diocese.

MF:  Wasn't he known as "The Building Priest?"

M. Newman: "Building Priest” of North Carolina. He
built thirty-three churches, homes, schools, constructed
thirty-three buildings in his life tine.

MF.  That's a wonderful | egacy. Now, | want to ask you

about your Arnmy service.
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M. Newman: On the fourth tinme, they took ne in the
Arny. I was sworn in on Decenber 8, 1942. | stayed at Fort
Bragg in the Supply section putting clothes on selectees until
May of 1945 when the European war was over. They called ny
name and got a cadre and | went to Canp Gordon, Augusta,
Georgia and set up a separation center in the Supply section

| had fifty |ladies working for me on sewi ng machines, and we
gave the soldiers a clean outfit, put their braids on, their
enbl em on, the hash marks on, put the braid on the cap, and
put a "ruptured duck" on them and got them fixed so they
coul d be discharged fromthe Arny.

M- What's a "ruptured duck?"

M . Newman: |'ve got one around here sonewhere. It
showed that you' d been discharged fromthe Arny.

M. Is it like a ribbon?

M . Newman: No, it's a little gold thing sewn in right
on your |eft breast.

Charlie Kinbrell: It's alittle enblem

M. Newman: | stayed in the Army until February 13,
1946.

MF: And you were honorably discharged?

M. Newman: Honorably discharged as a Tech Sergeant.

MF:.  You never got overseas, all of your duty was here?

M. Newman: No, | never volunteer for anything.

M. | can't say as | blame you. Well, now |I'm going to
turn the interview over to Charles Kinbrell because he wants

to talk to you about the politics of New Bern.
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CK: Callie, I don't think we need to |lead you a whole
ot in that regard. You' ve been here since 1916 and grew up
here, and you
were in a promnent New Bern famly who was al ways involved in
the political betternment of the community in the area. So,
unl ess you just sinply run out of talking, we just want you to
start recalling and remniscing on sone of the political
epi sodes that you recall and the personalities.

M . Newman: The 4th Ward ran New Bern because they had
the biggest ward, and when you voted back in those days you
voted for every ward. There were five wards; first ward,
second ward, third ward, fourth ward, and fifth ward. The
fourth ward ran from George Street to the end of the city
[imts which was Ghent. We did have sone characters including
nmysel f. VWen | got in politics, my cousin who | was named
after, he was mayor in 1910 and he died in March of 1944, and
he would have nme on election day, | didn't have to have a
driver's license but | drove a car, and the fourth ward was
housed down there close to Joe Anderson's Drug Store and
Lizzie Ablen's Gocery Store. There was a lot of room for
people to stand there because Broad Street hadn't been w dened
t hen. I could be standing there and sonebody would wal k up
behind nme and put noney in ny pocket and then give ne an
address down on a | ong wal k, no disrespect, and I1'd go down to
"l ong wharf" and they'd ask nme who sent ne down here? and |'d
say, "Well, Helen Huff sent ne down here." Helen Huff, he was

the sexton of the cenetery, and he was a big politician. So,
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|'"d go down there and she'd say, "Well, | gotta have a box of
society snuff.” So, I'd go to the store and get a box of
soci ety snuff and come back and she was ready to go vote. I
said | did things | wasn't really proud of, but on my way back
|'"d say, "Who you voting for?", and she says, "Well, [|I'm
voting for Johnny Jones", and if | was working for MCarthy
|"d say, "Okay, we'll just mark MCarthy out and you go ahead
and go in there and vote." |'"d pulled up there in front of
the place” She'd go in and put her vote in the ballot box and
|'"d take her back hone. The time | got back, Carter Tisdale,
he was superintendent of the streets, he'd have sonebody for
me to go pick up. One of the oldest tricks they had, say we'd
have two people on our side on the poles, and the other nman
was agai nst us, 'cause | never saw it happen, but they' d get
that man who was against us and they'd take him over to Joe
Anderson's Drug Store and buy him a co-cola, and while he was
gone they'd vote all the dead. | say, nothing to be proud of
but | mean that's how politics was!

CK:  Fourth Ward politics!

M.  Newman: Yeah, fourth ward politics! It was
controlled by a few people; Carter Tisdale, Helen Huff, and
Frank Hackney. He was in the concrete business and the city
bought all their benches fromhimand things |ike that, they'd
be made out of concrete. He would have sonmebody for ne to go
pick up. So, | worked all day long driving a car, fifteen or
sixteen vyears old, bringing people back and forth to the

fourth ward.
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CK:  Buying all of them snuff?

M. Newman: Snuff, pipe tobacco, buying them a drink of
whi skey, nost anything they wanted, they would give it to them
before we got themto vote.

CK: If they weren't talking right though, you'd just
tell them well, we'll just put a "X" by this person's nane.
You don't want him and that |eave the others to get el ected.

M. Newman: That's right. G ve them the ballot and

they'd go in. Back in those days everything was paper ballot,

and | would go in with them and I'd say, "Ms. Smth, she
wants nme to help her with her voting." So, the register man
said, "Okay." So, go behind the curtain and we saw that she

voted the right way and come out and put it in the box. Sone
ni ghts they voted so nmuch up there they'd be two, or three
o'clock in the nmorning counting the votes. MVF: Thi s

happened in a lot of towns not just in New Bern.

M. Newman: |'mjust picking!
CK:  Yeah. | renmenber back hone, it was pretty nmuch that
sane way.
M . Newman: But the big politicians that were in the

fourth ward were; Helen Huff, Carter Tisdale, Frank Hackney,
George Price, Louise Perry. Back in those days, we don't have
them today, we'd call them "ward heel ers” including nyself.

CK:  Sonme of the older people involved in city government
when | canme here, |ike Mayor Scott, he had already served his
term Do you renenber Mayor Scott's tenure in city

government, Leon Scott?
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M. Newman: | was young. | renmenber Mayor Scott, but |
wasn't affiliated with himall of his life.

CK:  How about sonme of the other fol ks that were invol ved
in- directly in city governnment? Now, you were probably
rather young, but do you renenmber Johnny Rhodes, a tax
col l ector?

M. Newman: Johnny Rhodes, vyeah | renmenber Johnny
Rhodes.

CK: Then there was a little short, chubby, white man,
M. Jack Hellinger.

M. Newran: M. Jack Hellinger had a great personality.
He was always alderman from the first ward until Frank
Patterson died and then he becanme city clerk.

CK: I don't know whether you recall mnuch about the
county Comm ssioners back during the early and late Twenties
and Thirties, but how about our state representatives or
Congressional representatives? Wo of themdid you know?

M. Newman: I was too young, but Abernathy was in
of fice.

CK: Charl es Abernat hy.

M . Newman: He was in office when he was defeated in
1932. When he was defeated by G aham Barden in 1932, the | ast

thing he did up in Washington he got noney to build us a new

Post Office in New Bern and WIIl Rogers said in his paper he
said, "l don't know where New Bern, North Carolina is, but
will you please, because the Congressman has just been

def eated and he donated sonmething like $300,000 to build a
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Post Office in New Bern, so, will you please send your mail by
New Bern, North Carolina in care of ne so that they can get
sone business there!™ (Laughter) It was funny then in 1932,
but seven years |later New Bern's Post Ofice was too snmall

Camp Davis started, instead of sending the mail to WI m ngton,

they'd send the mail to New Bern to go to Canp Davis. Then

Canp LeJeune started and the mmil had to cone through New
Bern. That was in the Forties. In 1941 Cherry Point started,
so the mail came to New Bern. So, the Post O fice was too
smal | . They couldn't handle all the mail that had to go to

all the outlying fields like Pollocksville, out on the Quter
Banks, Ocracoke, and the Post Office became too small. V\hen
they put Post O fices in Canp Davis and Jacksonville and
Havel ock, the New Bern Post O fice got back to its size.

CK:  You nentioned Congressman Barden, known l|ocally or
referred to as "Hap" Barden. | was personally acquainted with
Congressman Barden, and we did a lot of fishing together, but
do you recall anything in particular about Congressnman
Barden's efforts in the behalf of the city of New Bern or the
area, and specifically maybe in reference to Cherry Point?

M. Newman: There were two fractions in New Bern at that
time. They never could get together. That was Hap Barden and
his crowd, which is Laurence Stith and a few nore people, and
on the other side was Libby Ward, he ran the other fraction.
By 1940, 1941, Congressman Barden, all he had to do was say
the word that he would put a power plant in New Bern out where

Lawson Creek Park is now. They wanted to put a Power plant
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out there, but the Ward fraction and the Barden fraction could
never get together. So, we did not get a big electrical plant
for electricity to go to Canp LeJeune and to Cherry Point.

MF.  What a shame. Couldn't they conprom se?

M . Newman: No, they never did conprom se. It's |ike
Laurence Stith, he was a very popular man. A fellow naned
Burl Hardi son ran agai nst himand Li bby Ward had so nuch power
that he put in Burl Hardison instead of Laurence Stith.

CK: Didn't he serve in the legislature hinmself, Libby
War d?

M. Newman: Libby Ward was a Senator. He controlled the
Senate for years and years, but he never could, him or his
good friends, never could get the right people over the state
of North Carolina so he could run for Governor or his friend
Senat or John Lar ki n.

CK: It was his intent to run for Governor, wasn't it?

M. Newman: Yeah, but he never could get the Machine
behind him They called them "machi nes" back in those days, a
Ward machi ne and a Barden machi ne.

MF:  So Libby Ward was a North Carolina State Senator?

M. Newman: That's correct, for years and years and
years. He had a "fluky" nanmed Johnny Sinpkins from Vanceboro.

If you're in the Sir Walter Hotel in Raleigh, Johnny would
conme in with two bottles of whiskey every afternoon. M. Ward
never took a drink, but his friends, after the stores closed,
knew where they could go find a bottle.

CK: I'"msure you recall Sam Whitehurst, do you renenber?
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My friend Sam Whitehurst served a nunber of ternms in the
| egi slature, and he served during the time they had all the
controversy about what to nanme the state higher educational
systemm Ilike N. C State and Carolina and all the other
coll eges. Do you remenber that fight and how long it went on?

M. Newman: No, | don't really renmenber that fight.

CK: It went on for several sessions of the |egislature.
Of course they only met once every two years. They did not
meet but once a year. They didn't have any interim sessions.
This went on alnost throughout Samis tenure in the
| egislature until they finally cane on to settle on how they
are nanmed today.

M. Newman: The reason Sam left the |egislature, he got
a big job at the Bottling works.

CK:  Onh yeah. He becanme Director of Bottlers Association
of North Carolina.

M. Newman: So, that's the reason he quit |egislation.
| think Jim Sugg took over and his wife made him quit.

CK: | don't know. On the |l ocal scene, any individuals
that never had public office but were just active partisan

peopl e? Any names other than those |ike yourself that you

recall, and sone of the shenanigans that ya'll mght of gotten
into?

M. Newman: Cut that thing off and I'Il tell you a good
one!

M. | can't tape it, can |?

M . Newman: No.
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CK: | know sone of the people that were enployed that
worked for the city and on into several years after | canme
here like; M. Scott, George Scott's father.

M. Newman: Yeah. Fred Scott, he was Superintendent of
Streets. He took Carter Tisdale' s place.

CK: Bill Bartling?

M . Newnan: Bill Bartling, he worked for his brother-in-
law s electric business which is down on Pollock Street close
to the Metropolitan Club, next to the Metropolitan Club. His
brother-in-law ran an el ectrical business, that's John Tol son.

CK:  Was that Col onel Tolson's father?

M . Newman: Lt. General Tolson's father, one of ours.

Lt. General John Tolson was one of the fanmous boys cane from

Ghent . He was in the Invasion of Normandy. So, Bill
Bartling, which was his uncle, |I'm pretty sure John died,
Bill Bartling lived across the street from Frank Godfoy. He
was the Superintendent of Lights in New Bern. So, Bill

Bartling went to work for the city of New Bern in the
el ectrical departnent and worked up to superintendent of the
el ectrical departnent.

CK: | listed a few controversial issues that occurred
during nmy alnmost fifty years here, w dening of Broad Street?

M. Newman: Yes. | renenber w dening of Broad Street and
three or four people like to of went broke. Even a whi skey
store couldn't do any business because they had no parking
pl ace.

CK: That's right. How about the controversy surrounding
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the chlorination of the city water supply, do you renenber
t hat ?

M. Newman: No, | don't renmenber that. | do remenber
Helen Huff's son-in-law, Dave Brinson, he was in charge of the
Water and Light Power plant which was run by sawdust, great
big piles of sawdust. Kind of a Roper Lunmber MIIl; Pine
Lumber Conpany, Sl ater Lunmber Conpany.

CK: Plenty of it!

M . Newman: Yeah, pine sawdust. All three mlls were
doi ng good busi ness. It was the Depression but it was good
busi ness.

MF.  Callie, how did you run a plant on sawdust?
M . Newman: Just like they're running that brand new

pl ant right out here on wood chips.

CK: In a boiler.

M- Oh, | see, just |like coal or wood.

CK: Yeah. It's blown in. Hi gh conbustion chanmbers in
it. Conbustion is pretty significant, and of course when

you're boiling then you generate your steam and your steam of
course is what powered the turbines. Like Callie just said,
right out here at the Industrial Park they're wusing chips
gotten from the Forestry Industry. This is not a new
techni que at all

MF.  That interest nme, and nothing's new really when you
t hi nk about it.

M . Newman: Anyway, while | was gone in the Arny, they

put sone diesel motors in New Bern. The building is still
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st andi ng. They used them for a few years, and sonehow they
sold the diesels to Starkey, Florida. | remenber that nuch
The city of Starkey, Florida bought those diesels to run their
power plant, and New Bern changed over to Carolina Power and
Li ght Conpany. From then on, every time we had a w nd bl ow,
our electricity came from Wl mngton, and every tinme the w nd
woul d bl ow we woul d have no lights in New Bern.

CK:  That transition took place in 1953. All the power
was purchased from them and the diesel generators were all

sold to, as Callie says, to Starkey, Florida.

M. Newman: | was at Canp Blanding. | never will forget
it because | took troops there. | got to deliver troops also
while 1 was in the Army, and selectees. | returned to

Starkey, Florida and got off the train, troop train it was, a

man says, "You can't get back to Jacksonville."”™ He says, "Sue
and me will be through here in about an hour", said, "but they
won't let you on." So, a bunch of us got out there on the

train track, and when they train finally stopped all of us
junmped on the train and got back to Jacksonville, Florida.

CK: Callie, you' ve nentioned several tinmes, selectees.
I"d like for you to explain that for posterity, the difference
bet ween sel ect ees and vol unt eers.

M. Newman: Sel ectees were people who had to register
for the Draft in 1940. When your nanme cane up you went to a
| ocal doctor, and then if he passed on you they'd send you to
Fort Bragg to be exam ned again. If you were selected, they

gave you dependi ng how bad the war was, gave you one week, two
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weeks, or three weeks to cone home to get your business
strai ghtened out because sonme people were married and had
chil dren. So, when they would conme in, we called them
sel ectees. We put unifornms on them and they were shipped out
all over the United States to Al abama, M ssissippi, Tennessee,
California, Texas, Massachusetts, Virginia.

CK: I was of course of age at that time, and | was
interested in hearing some other person who was involved at
that time to make that explanation because there's not many
peopl e around that still remenber that.

M- | didn't know about sel ectees. | thought everybody
was drafted or a volunteer. 1Is a selectee the sane thing as a
volunteer? | know a volunteer is when you go sign up.

M. Newmran: Yeah. A volunteer is different. A
vol unteer you have to sign up and you get a different serial
nunber . Sel ectees have one serial nunmber and volunteers had
anot her serial nunber.

VF: Wuld a selectee be the sane as soneone who was
drafted?

M. Newman: Yes, they were drafted.

CK: Callie, this is not necessary political, but
anything that's as devastating as a hurricane, and certainly a
nunber of those hit the city of New Bern and had an i npact
upon the city, and you lived through all the bad hurricanes
here in New Bern.

M. Newman: Now, the first hurricane | renmenber is 1933.

That was pretty rough.
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CK:  That brought about eight feet of water in here too,
and it was a very devastating hurricane. You recall sone
particul ar incidence that occurred during that hurricane?

M. Newman: The Neuse River Bridge blew away. Now,
remenber if you wanted to go to Bridgeton, you cone down
Johnson Street and the tine you'd get to the draw, they had a
tenmporary bridge draw that went around |ike that and you had
to drive it very slow until you got on the other side and cone
back up on the other side then go on to Bridgeton around the
dr aw.

CK:  In other words, the draw went out then.

M. Newman: Yeah, and part of the bridge went out.

CK: New Bern was such an active political partisan
background, and actually in nost of the country, but New Bern
was very intensely partisan politics. Back in 1943 or 1944
they raised the question of going to a city manager form of
gover nnent .

M. Newman: ['"m sorry, but | was in the Arny at that
time. | don't know what was going on around New Bern.

CK:  There was an election of course, or they put it to
the voters, and it was defeated about 1'd say four to one
initially. Then, four years later it was put on the ball ot
again in 1947 | believe it was, and it passed about two to
one.

M.  Newman: The only city manager | really knew very
well was Greg Barnhardt. He was a good man. He left here and

went sonewher e.
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MF:  He went to Hickory.

CK:  Yeah. Hickory was a nuch |arger city than New Bern
was.

M. Newman: We had one Chief of Police that didn't stay
here very | ong. He lived out there close to ne on the next
bl ock, an ex-marine Col onel .

CK:  Chief Pearsall.

M. Newman: Yeah, Pearsall. People in New Bern and him

couldn't think alike.

CK: There was a little bit of controversy about that
t 0o.

MF:.  What was that controversy, Callie, would you like to
tell us?

M. Newman: All | knowis he wanted to run the policenman
i ke they were Marines.

CK: That's correct. He was strictly mlitary, and he
also was a strict disciplinarian. Then too, we had long tine
Chi ef, Chief Bel angi a.

M. Newman: We had Chief Bryan before Chief Bel angi a.

CK: Chief Bryan before Chief Belangia, and Chief
Bal angia was in office when a new adm nistration was el ected
and went into office. There was considerable controversy in
the town about that too as well as the newly sel ected Chief.

MF:  Taking you back, how did Kafer Park get it's nanme?
It's quite a controversy about that.

M. Newman: Kafer Park as |'ve always known it, after

the big fire and they built Kafer Park, and they naned it
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after your granddaddy.
VF: Do you renenmber what happened that they naned it

after hinf
M. Newman: Well, it's just |ike down there at the fire
house. 1 always thought your granddaddy was the WMayor right

before Lynn Scott.

VF: | don't renenber hearing that. My grandfat her was
an Al derman, | know that.

M. Newman: Wwell, he's a very popular man, and it'd
al ways been Kafer Park. It was after your granddaddy, it

wasn't after an Oscar Kafer.
MF:. Right. It was after Alfred Kafer, Sr.
M. Newman: | renenber we had an Oscar Kafer down there
if you remenber him Your daddy used to run the novie house.
MF: | sure do.
M . Newman: | didn't know. | didn't know if you were

that old or not.

VF: Yeah, I'm that old Callie. | don't want to admt
it, but I am (Laughter) Callie, let me ask you, could
everyone vote when you were growing up? | nean, did you have

to pay a poll tax?

M. Newmran: No, we didn't have to pay no tax, but
everybody couldn't vote because everybody couldn't say the
Constitution of the United States. We | earned in the fourth
ward, God rest their soul, but Abernathy tried to put
everybody on the books to vote to try to beat Barden.

MF:.  Was this known as the Abernathy ball ot box affair?
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M. Newmran: I don't know about that but he'd put
everybody on the books. He had a good tough poll holder 1ike
Frank Shriner or later who canme in | think he was a poll
hol der too, WIIl Odum ['"m not sure, but anyway, when sone

bl ack person come in there he had to say the Constitution of
the United States and anyone they did not want on the books,
he didn't get on the books.

VF: Oh, | see. | couldn't even do that today, but I
want to vote badly enough that 1'd go learn it.

CK: Do you recall Mayor Lupton?

M. Newman: Oh, Mayor Lupton, yeah, | recall Mayor
Lupton. He ran a canning factory in the car barn. A car barn
is where they kept the street cars between Spencer Avenue and
Park Avenue, on the first block of Spencer Avenue. He ran a
tomato plant, a canning plant down there. Mayor Lupton was
very popul ar, and he was a good man. He was an Al derman t oo,
if I recall right.

CK: That's right. He was a strong supporter and booster
of the city of New Bern

M. Newman: Yeah. He'd be at every occasion. You'd see
Mayor Lupton there.

MF:  But no controversy around Mayor Lupton?

MR.  Newman: Not as | know of. Al I remenber is that
canning factory that he had. After New Bern-Ghent Street
Rai | ways sold the street cars and the railroad to sone conpany
and they sold it to Japan and they shot them back at us. Mack

Lupton put in a car barn. The car barn should of been over

©1995, New Bern-Craven County Public Library, All Rights Reserved



18

near you when you were in the first grade.

VF: | went to St. Paul's ny first year in school, but
yeah, we lived on Park Avenue and it probably was.

M. Newman: Yeah, a brick building right between the two
streets. That was the car barn. That's where they put them
to sleep at night tine.

CK: Callie, were you famliar with, or acquainted wth,
or did I tell you? She was noted and |ater becone a
phot ogr apher but she also started out as a painter. She was
also one of the first if not the first |ady nenber of the
North Carolina National Guard.

M. Newman: | knew Bayard Wbot en.

CK: (Laughter) | alnost spelled her name out for you,
but I wanted to see if her name woul d bounce in your m nd that
qui ck!  You knew her personally?

M. Newman: No, not personally but | knew of her. I
knew Ms. Moulton was sister or sone relation to her, and Ms.
Di sosway was related to her. VWi ch, Ms. Disosway was Ms.
Moul ton' s mama.

MF: | think the connection was on M. Moulton's side.
think M. Multon was half-brother to Mss Woten.

CK: | was acquainted with Mss Woten nysel f. When we
were first married, we lived at 206 Change Street, which was
the first house right behind the Multon house on East Front
Street, and | got to know quite a bit about the |ady and her
background in her |ater years as she |ived down there.

M. Newman: And she had sone relation, Ms. Lively lived
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t here.

CK:  Yeah, Celia Lively.

M. Newman: She had one daughter that | recall. I
under stand that she lives in Kinston.

MF:  That's right. Her name is Celia also. She nmarried,
if I"mnot m staken, Joe Eudy.

CK: Joe Eudy is her husband's nane, that's correct.
Baynard was also, it was witten, | don't know whether it was
ever verified or not, but one of the first wonen to fly in an
ai rpl ane here.

VF: I want to ask Callie if he remenbers when Fred
Hussey was Mayor ?

M . Newman: Oh yeah, | renmenber when Fred Hussey was
Mayor .

VF: Do you renmenber what happened during that tinme and
what years?

M. Newman: After Fred come out of the Marine Corps, |I'd
say it was in the Fifties. The last days when himand Frances
Perry couldn't see eye to eye, he went up and lived around
Washi ngton, D.C. He was Congressman Barden, there's another
word, but | call them"flukies."

MF:  Right. | think they're Congressional aides.

M. Newman: Fred's good friend was, | think the man's
name has gotten into a lot of trouble up in Washington, nanme
Baker .

MF: | know who you are tal king about, he is from Texas.

M . Newman: But anyway, his aide became nore powerful
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than he did up there in Wshington. Getting back to Fred
Hussey, he had a death you don't very seldom hear about. He
was cutting the grass one afternoon and sonething bit him and
he didn't live but just a few hours.

MF:  Ch, what a shane.

CK: Callie, you renmenber the "Big Apple?"

M. Newman: Yeah. The day | got out of the Arny,
February 13, 1946, | had read a note they were going to try
Roderi ck Davenport in court downtown that day. It nmust of
been the 14th because | was discharged on Canp Gordon,

Augusta, Georgia, nust of been on the 14th when | got hone.

Everybody was going to the courthouse to hear about the trial.

CK:  VWhat did you learn about the "Big Apple?" What was
the "Big Apple" all about?

M. Newman: About interest. | tell you sonmebody who
made a | ot of nmoney and he just died, Dr. Sherman Lewis. He'd
go down and get his fifty dollars every Monday norning and he
gave Roderick $500.

CK:  But he'd leave his $500 in there all the tine.

M. Newman: And here's a pretty good one. A feller
around New Bern called Jimy Whitconmb, "Tw stneck”, ran a neat
mar ket and later went to work at Cherry Point. He was nmaking
noney. So, Jimy canme home from Cherry Point one night and
heard that they were going to raid Roderick and they were
going to go out of business. So, Jimmy went by his house and

says, "Roderick, I'd like to get ny noney", and Roderick said,
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"Well, I'"m sick here in bed but come on in or conme get your
noney. " So, we turned the bed down and it had these bushel
baskets of nmoney. They pulled them out from under the bed and
found bushel baskets full of all kind of noney. He says, "Go

ahead and take what belongs to you and push them back up under

t he bed." S, Jimmy went and got this noney and got to the
front door and said, "Roderick, you're so honest and
everything, | think I'll put my noney back in." So, he put

his nmoney back in, and the next day Jimmy canme hone from
Cherry Point, Roderick Davenport had gone broke. That

worried Jinmmy Whitconb! You'd had to know Jinmy to know about

t hi s!

MF:  Was this ganbling?

M. Newman: No, it was noney supposed to be loaning it
out .

CK: It was sort of a nunber's racket or sort of a chain
letter |ike thing. Of course, he would |oan this noney out,

M. Davenport, he would loan the noney out at trenendous
interest, and of course there were plenty of people who wanted
noney. Well, he would hold the interest right then. Say, if
they wanted a hundred dollars and the interest was twenty
dollars, he would give them eighty dollars. | don't know
that it was actually illegal at the tinme, whether there were
any kind of laws on the books that would prohibit gouging
interest |ike that or not. He was eventually convicted and
served a little time. \What Callie nentioned about the bushe

baskets wunder the bed full of noney was fact that was not
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fiction. They operated to some extent out of the old New
Berni an Hot el .

M. Newman: Also, |'ve operated out of across from Joe
Anderson's Drug Store and across from the fire house. There
was a gentleman in New Bern nanmed Morris Bray. A lot of
peopl e back in those days, your daddy and |ot nore of them
woul d hang around the Fire House. They had one of his
offices across the street fromthe fire house. There was boy
around New Bern nanmed Red Smth and Red had a little ole dog
just about this big. Red was trying to talk Mrris into
putting sone noney in the business. Red was one of the
hustl ers for him So, he took a hundred dollar bill out and
threw it down on the sidewalk there, and that little dog ate
that hundred dollar bill up, and Mrris Bray liked to had a
heart attack right there!

VF: well, 1 would too. Let nme get back to the "Big
Apple.” Was it called the "Big Apple" because the nopbney was
kept in bushel basket that you would keep apples in?

CK:  Yes, it becone a rather |arge operation.

M. Newman: New Bern was not the only town now that nade
this man ran. He had a place in Goldsboro, had a place in
Ki nst on.

MF: Oh, he was big tine?

CK: He was big tinme, big noney. Coul dn't and woul dn't
put it in the bank. Couldn't put it in the bank. He had to
have noney available all the time to loan and also nobney to

pay off the investors their interest every week.

©1995, New Bern-Craven County Public Library, All Rights Reserved



23

M. Newman: Dr. Sherman Lewis as | know, |'ve heard that
he made nore noney out of New Bern than anybody else. He got
in on the ground floor.

CK: It was a big operation.

MF: When did this take place?

M. Newman: During the late part of the war. [''m
tal king about World War Il now. Cetting back to the banks in
1929. M. Goldman he nmade a deposit in one of the banks up
town there. | think one across from the Episcopal Church, |
don't know what the nanme of it was, and he begged the man to
let himin after one o'clock, the bank closed at one o'clock
back in those days. He begged the man to let himin so he
could make a deposit. He nade a deposit, went back hone, next
norning M. GColdman found out the bank went broke during the
ni ght. He went up there and knocked on the door, banged on
the door and started shouting, "I know ny noney is in there
cause | gave it to you yesterday!"

CK: Callie, a lot of characters back then, |ike we al
like to refer to them and you' ve nentioned one. There was
another one that carried the reputation as being quite a
character who | knew as Brake Di xon

M. Newman: Brake Di xon, he worked for the city too at
one tinme when they put the diesel plant in. He worked also at
Cherry Point | believe, I'mnot sure.

CK: The reason | asked you about him 1've heard this
story told many a time, that he ran for public office.

M. Newman: Al derman of the fifth ward.
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CK: As | recall, he only got one vote, that's the story,
whi ch was obviously was his own. Even his wife didn't vote
for him The story goes that he was seen the next norning
wal ki ng down the sidewal k downtown and supposedly had a gun in
a hol ster hung on each side and sonmebody saw him com ng down
the street with these guns on and asked him "Man, what in the
worl d are you doing out here with them guns on you |ike this?"

Of course, you again, like Callie said, you had to know Jim
Whitconb to really appreciate the story, but you had to know
Brake Dixon to really know how he reacted and responded. I
knew hi m personally nyself. Brake's answer was "Anybody that
doesn't have any nore friends than | do has to go protected."”

(Laughter)

M . Newman: We had two other characters in New Bern,

real characters! One of them was Kid Holman who ran a

newspaper called The New Bern Tribune, and Harlow Wl drop

worked for him Pardon ny expression Marea, but Harl ow put an
ad in the paper "Get a lot while you are young."

CK: |'ve seen the ad. His notto in his ad was "Get a
ot while you are young." O course, his wife ran the G een
Door restaurant. Do you remenber the Green Door restaurant?

M- | certainly do.

M. Newman: Very nice place to eat. Very tasty food.
CK: It surely was. That was true honme cooki ng.

M. Newman: Ms. Sinons ran a good eating pl ace.

CK: She certainly did down on South Front Street.

M. Newman: You had to stand in |ine on Sunday to get in
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t he door.

CK:  And the Brays.

M. Newman: They ran a boardi ng house.

CK: On Craven Street.

M. Newman: The Mdyettes ran a Boardi ng House. There
was an Episcopal Rectory there and then the M dyettes, a great
bi g high house. There was a filling station on the corner.
There was anot her character right next to it who ran a filling
station right on the corner of Broad and Craven nanmed Ni chol s.

He would stay on the front of his place, N chols l|liked a
toddy like a |lot of us did, and see these people com ng hone
with a bag of groceries, and Nick would al ways say, "Now, | ook
at that poor soul. Got all those groceries and don't have a
bottl e of whiskey!"

CK:  Now, Garrison Farrow?

M. Newman: He lived in that Episcopal Rectory. He
lived right across from Jack Hellinger.

CK:  The reason | know about the Brays.

M. Newman: They're on Pollock Street.

CK: | didn't roomthere, | roonmed with Ms. Joseph Rhem

M. Newman: Next to Davis's Drug Store.

CK: Yeah. | rooned there, but a lot of tinmes | ate
around at the Brays until Ms. Rhem adopted ne. Ms. Rhem and
her cook, Hattie, fed ne just about regularly two neals a day.

MF:  The Brays were Mary Millineaux's nother and father.
That was Fred and Dora Bray.

M. Newman: That's right. M s. Bray was Mary
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Mul | i neaux' s not her.

MF:  Their house, was as | renmenber it, next to Owen G
Dunn. When you were talking about the Mdyettes having a
boardi ng house, which M dyettes?

M. Newran: Charlie Mdyettes' nmomm and daddy. Robena
M dyette's nother.

MF:.  Charlie and Robena?

M. Newman: Are brother and sister, and there is another
one.

CK: Al I know is the Brays can put out one of the best
br eakf ast . Boy, the sausage, the ham the bacon, the eggs
and biscuits! Have sone nore, have sonme nore!

M. Newman: You |lived there when Zeno |ived there?

CK: No, | never lived with them

M. Newman: | nean, not the Brays, | nmean with Ms. Rhem
when Zeno Woten lived there, B. G Hines, and a fell ow naned
White from Sel ma

CK: B. G had left when I went there.

M. Newman: How about Tom Pi ckford?

CK: Tom was there. Tom was still in service. He got
out of service shortly after | did. | got out in 1944 and Tom
canme back very shortly after then. Then, | don't know where
Tom went from there. Tom stayed there a while and then he
noved out .

M. Newman: He lived with his aunt for a long tine.
CKi Wth Ms. Henderson?

M. Newman: Yeah.
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CK: | know he noved over to the DeGraffenreid with her
and been there a long tine.

VF: Yeah, he did. He lived with Ms. Henderson on
Lucerne \Way.

M. Newman: He died out there.

CK: He's from Pol | ocksville.

M . Newman: His daddy ran a pool room in Kinston. He
never hung around Kinston he al ways hung around New Bern.

MF: Well, anything el se about politics you would like to
tell us, Callie?

M. Newman: No. Politics in the Thirties are different
frompolitics today.

MF:  You think they are nore honest today?

M. Newman: Oh yes. They're nuch nore honest cause you

can't get to the people, and the poll holders are nmuch
stricter.
CK:  Yeah. The laws are tighter. |1've seen how sone of

the elections were control |l ed back years ago.

M. Newman: M cousin, Billy Lansche, he was running for
Judge of Recorder's Court. We went to bed that night and he
was twenty-four votes ahead. He was running against Shorty
Lancaster. Well, at that time Harlow had twenty-five votes,
and Harlow didn't come in until the next norning, and Shorty
Lancaster got all twenty-five votes. Shorty was from
Vanceboro. Kenneth Jones married his w dow.

MF:  Right, married his w dow, Sarah.

CK: Shorty had sone of his surrogates down in Harlow
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doing a little foot work for him
MF: Anything else you would like to tell us before we
concl ude our interview?

M . Newman: No, not a thing.

CK: He'll be thinking of many things |ater.

M. Newman: There was a man |lived in Monshine Alley and
|'ve asked people, and he was a black man, and he dressed in
white clothes, and they'd call him "Prophet".

CK:  The street was named Moonshine Alley.

M. Newman: Now today the street is named Princess.

CK: Right there by the Ramada I nn, the Days |Inn now.

M. Newman: End Street was End Street for many, many
years, and one day | | ooked up there and it was First Street.

CK: When | came to New Bern, the city limts on Broad
Street was at End Street. The city limt sign was right
t here. DeGraffenreid was not in the city at that time, GChent
was.

M. Newman: At the corner of 6th Street and Rhem Avenue
for many a many a year was city limts.

CK: That's correct. Then the next nmove the city limts
went to Horton Purser, took in Horton Purser's house. That

was the end of it on Broad Street then at that tine.

M . Newman: I was reading in that book there, saying
sonet hi ng about eating places. We had three of them in New
Bern as | recall. A bunch of girls ran one over in Bridgeton.

I'"'m talking about drive-in restaurants, one over i n

Bri dgeton, and there was one over in Janes City.
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M. In James City, wasn't it called the Wggly Pig?

M. Newman: Sonething |like that. Then there was one on
Neuse Boul evard where later on Floyd Paul ran a garage. That
was the only drive-ins we had back in those days.

CK: It was called the Light House Inn. It was a |ight
house.

M- Well, M. Newman, we certainly do thank you.

M. Newman: \When'd you start calling ne Mster?

MF: Well, I've called you Callie all nmy life, haven't [?

But now, we are suppose to be nice and formal. | do want to
t hank you for Charlie, for me, for Menories of New Bern for
participating in our oral history program W enjoyed it!

M. Newman: [|'Il tell you one nore thing. M cousin, he
paved the first streets in New Bern, Pollock Street with brick
in 1910 when he was Mayor. They had sonme noney |eft over and
they wanted to put a fish pond in his yard, and he woul dn't
let themdo it because they said it was private. So, they put
the fish pond out in the mddle of the street right between
the railroad track and the street car track.

CK: That's the Pollock, Queen, and Norwood Streets.

MF: | know exactly where it is, across from what was
Tony's Drug Store, and | renmenber the fish pond.

CK:  And Askew s Hardware. It was beautiful.

M. Newman: Anyway, the fish pond today is in the |ower
end of the cenetery. | don't know if the sanme goldfish is in
t here.

VF: Well, sonme of them are mghty big, it mght be!
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Callie, thank you so nuch.

We do appreciate it.

interview was taped on the 2nd of June, 1992.)

END OF | NTERVI EW
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