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Pollution and It's Affects 
By Kathy Hackney sease Center motivated him 

Nerve gas can be bought in which was: Illness should b; But the Pesticide Registration

any grocery store. Coming in prevented at any cost. Division can't control all the 

the form of Shell's "No-Pest Public health officials are de- registrations. Due to an inter­

Strip" its active ingredient is termined to vaccinate Americans departmental agreement made in

dimethyl -- dichorovinyl __ phos- against everything while they help 1964, pesticide labels submitted 

phate or DDVP for short. "It manipulate the national environ- for registration are reviewed

works by interfering with nerve ment for the benefit of man. So by two other departments. The

cells. Thus: When a nerve cell germ-carrying insects are to b; Public Health Service goes over­

receives an electrical impulse killed en massJ while the eco- the product from the standpoint 

it amplifies the impulse chem� system is left to survive as best of its passible effects on human

ically, passes it on, returns to a it can. Causing a clegraded en- health. The Department of the

passive state and waits to re- vironment it has been called "a Interior checks to find out what

ceive the next impulse. DDVP �unky papulation, strung out on its effects on wildlife would be.

prevents the cell from return- 1 n n u  m e r  a b  1 e chemical de- If disputes arise over the regis­

ing to its passive state by block- fenses," by Berkeley ecologist tration of any product, it is sup­

ing the formation of cho- Marc Lappe. posed to be referred to the Sec­

linesterase, the critical chem- Bearing the trademark "Vap- retaries of Agriculture, Interior,

ical tranquilizer." The im- ona" Shell was issued a patent and H. E. w. 

pulse continuing to come into on DDVP in 1960 and holds two Shell first made an application 

the damaged cell, builds up Poi- patents on it. Shell's Manager for registration of the "No-Pest

son and the whole nervous system of Regulatory Affairs, Mitchell strip" on January 22, 1963. D.

becomes overloaded. The victim Sloan proudly claims, "Our work Thomas von Sumpter, a pharma­

begins to experience convulsions dates back to 1942." Consider- cologist, for the Pesticide Reg­

until he dies. ing Shell's venerable relation- istration Division reviewed the

DDVP is dangerous to all an- ship with chemical warfare mili- application. Objecting to the 

imals because the basic tarists, Sloan's statement is be- "No-Pest Strip" lable he sent a 

chemistry of their nervous sys- lievable. James Naughton, staff warning notice to Shell. The

tern is the same, this includes counsel for the House Committee notice stated the label should

mar.. The only difference is that on Government Relations stated bear the word "POISON" and a

man takes a higher dose than "No conclusions have yet bee� skull and cross-bones. Sumpter

insects before convulsions be- reached on the patent issue." oppased the "No-Pest Strip" be­

gin. This is because man is With the ten year .lag between cause a liquid vapana product

bigger. Hence, man has more Shell's application and granting previously registered had been 

nerve cells to be destroyed. of the DDVP patent, that's un- classified as a substance highly

Scientists at the Communic- derstandable too. toxic to man. 

able Disease Center in Atlanta Kenneth Quarterman and the Shell representatives called on 

announced the birth of DDVP Communicable Disease Center Mr. John Leary, Jr., Chief Staff

a new pesticide on Feb. 1, 1955: thought they had invented DDVP. Officer for Pharmacology at

They made the modest claim that Hence the Shell "No-Pest Strip" PRD. The propased re-labeling 

DDVP would prove "more patent has made the use of DDVP ex- for a "No-Pest strip" was with­

in killing insects than many mod- tremely widespread. Some 34 drawn with no further tests, no

ern economic Poisons." Six million strips have been sold consultation with health experts. 

months later the "entire right, since 1963 for about $70 mil- Dr. Harry Hays, Director of 

title and interest in the !nven- lion. PRD, told the House Committee 

tion of DDVP'' was claimed for Since 1947 the Federal Insec- on Government Operations only

the Federal Government. It was ticide, Fungicide, and Rodenti- "half a dozen" of the 45,000 

also announced that the Govern- cide Act has required all pesti- registered pesticides had been

ment wouldn't patent its inven- cides being shipped in interstate approved by PRD over Health,

tion because "prior publications commerce must be registered by Education and Welfare objec­

on the invention. by the Govern- the Department of Agriculture. tions. From 1964 to 1969 HEW

ment �cientist who developed it After being proven safe when used has objected to a total of 1,663 

are deemed sufficient protection as directed a pesticide is then propased registrations or re­

against the prosecution of a sue- "registered." There are crim- registrations. Quite a few of 

cessful patent application by a inal penalties in the Act for in- these objections were against the

later inventor." Kenneth Quar- terstate shipping of unregistered ''No-Pest Strip." 

terman, head of the Communic- pesticides. The products must The Public Health Service ob­

able Disease Center, having es- also have understandable warn- jected to vapana strips in 1965

tablished the Government rights ing statements. because they directly subjected

gave DDVP to the American pub� The Department of Agricul- humans to constant doses of pes­

lic. This was done so "on the ture•s Pesticide Registration Di- ticide. This objection was made

basis of this determination and vision (PRD) has the responsi- by the Health Service only "af­

decision" to claim rights but bility of carrying out the law. ter consultations with numerous

not to patent them, "any man- They go over everything about scientist and public health of­

ufacturer who wishes to do so the product that's passible and ficials about the problem." Be­

may proceed with the domestic check the labels and instructions cause the Agriculture Department

production of DDVP in the United for "clarity, completeness, and lacked concrete evidence of the 

States without seeking a license accuracy." If the product proves "No-Pest Strips" ill effects on

from the Government." A phil- to be faulty, the agency has the human health the registration was

ooophy of the Communicable Di- pawer to take it so the public never cancelled. 
won't be harmed. As a result of studies made 

�--�---- the USDA finally banned the us; 
of "No-Pest Strips" in meat 
packing establishments. 

There have been innumerable 
committee meetings of all sorts 
concerning the "No-Pest strip." 
After much arguing the Health 
Service abandoned its campaign 
to get "No-Pest Strip" off the 
market. But it continued to in­
sist on an addition to Shell's 
label: "Do not use in nurseries 
or rooms where infants, ill or 
aged persons are confined.'' 

So Shell violated and is con­
tinuing to violate Federal laws 
by marketing "No-Pest Strips" 
that don't conform to the Fed­
erally registered label for DDVP 
products. Shell, by its own fig­
ures, sold 22 million "No-Pest 
Strips" without the "nursery" 
warning and 33 million without 
a "kitchen" warning. The pub­
lic is entitled to a thorough 
investigation of all Shell regis­
t7ations. Pending that investiga­
tion, all the registrations should 
be cancelled on grounds that there 
is considerable suspicion many 
of them will prove to be unsafe. 
Certainly the ''No-Pest Strip" 
should go first. 

Shell's nerve gas came out of 
research done on chemical war­
fare in the l940's when Shell 

Shell'sNo­
Soeffectiv 

''TheExte 
Just one NO-PEST® Strip In­
secticide can destroy any fly, 
�ny mosquito, any small flying 
Insect anywhere in a room 
(8'xl0'x12'). Day in and day 
out. For up to three full months. 

The little devils won't 
know what hit them. The No­
Pest Strip is practically odor­
less. 

You don't have to lift a 
finger. Except to hang it up. 

P ut "The Extermina­
tor" to work for you. P ut a 
No-Pest Strip in each room 
And enjoy a No-Pest Summer: 

More people buy •�·•• 
No-Pest Strip Insecti- .,._ 
eide than any other

it;•_l.

llltt. ,�-

--. 
brand. It's the No. 1 
kille7�fflies&mosqui- ; .. ,
toes m the country. -� ' 

Shell'sNo-Peststrip. ;� .:

• 
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Honor Roll at NBHS 
Mr. H, P. Honeycutt, princi­

pal of New Bern High School 
announces the first six week; 
honor roll as follows. 

Tenth Grade -- Ronald Ben­
field, David Bennett Joan
Bishop, Ricky Canady, 'Stephen
Carpenter, Kathy Frazier, Ron­
ald Gallman, Adrian Gaskins 
Jerry Gathercole, Susan Holton' 
Linda McClain, Lawrence Mar� 
golis, Karen Merchant, Katherine 
Paramore, Curtis Piner, Jane 
Powers, Donna Volney, John 
Howard Williams, and Rex Willis. 

Eleventh Grade -- Nancy 
Avent, Terry Brooks, Connie 
Carpenter, Debbie Dawson 
Sussan Dillahunt, Annette Ed� 
wards, Blackie Fox, David Fran­
cis, Dot Hughes, Warren Keyes 
Billy King, Nancy Lawhorn; 
Glenda Patten, Cherri Piland 
Cynthia Stocks, Rosanne Tully: 

first started doing military re­
search for the government. Shell 
can continue to bring a little 
bit of Vietnam into American 
homes, hospitals, ana restau­
rants. "It appeared on the market 
in 1963 when things were heat­
ing up in Southeast Asia. It is 
the product of the same tech-

Becky Turner, and Andy weeks. 
Twelfth Grade -- Ruth Ander-: 

son, Debbie Averette, Teri Bay­
liss, Margaret Beaman Carol 
Bell, Sharon Bleau, Val Blettner 
Sue Bowers, Lois Ann Boyd' 
Rae Anne Boyd, Jo Ann Brad� 
bury, Dee Bratcher, Paula 
Brown, Mike Clay, Jeanne Deal, 
Tommy Evans, Annie Fowler 
Patricia Gaskins, Janet Ham� 
mond, Valeria Huggins, Gary 
Kelly, Stephanye Kenyear, Susan 
Lamb, Carole Langley, Cynthia 
Lockamy, Susan McSorley, Anna 
K, Mason, Carolyn Mayo, Diana 
Montgomery, Wanda Patten 
Mary Rodgers, Rosemary Rowe' 
Ronnie Salem, Connie Sawyer' 
Mike Slaughter, Joyce Smith' 
Tyrone Stiles, Constance Voss' 
Betsy Ward, Becky warren Or� 
pha White, Pat Williams Dianne 
Willis, and Donna Young: 

!1°Iogy and the same mind that 
1s now destroying the people 
and ecology of Southeast Asia.'' 
The Government gave Shell a 
contrac_t in 1952 to develop a 
synthetic marijuana. One didn't 
get high by smoking it. Instead 
they died like flies under a "No-'
Pest Strip.'' 
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